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g Bissell Brothers Monolith (barrel-

aged ale; Bissell Brothers, ME). A
decadent barley wine gracefully aged in spent bour-
bon barrels, this highlights toffee, vanilla, wood and
stone fruit. Full-bodied with silky carbonation, the
ale shows age in a well-executed, oxidized way. It
has all the personality the style demands, with well-
hidden abv and a savory finish.

abv:13.5% Price: $15/500ml
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g Goldfinger Original Lager (lager;

Goldfinger Brewing, IL). Some of the
best lagers you drink are the ones that don’t require
a lot of thinking. Crisp, slightly sweet, earthy hops
and easy drinking. It’s only after a while in the glass
and many sips that the well-constructed nature of
the beer comes to the forefront of the mind. This is
one such lager. Expertly crafted, balanced and exe-
cuted, this is a special lager for everyday enjoyment.
abv: 5.2% Price: $13/160z 4-pack

g Blackberry Farm Lemon Groove (Cold

IPA; Blackberry Farm Brewery, TN) An
enjoyable diversion from the norm with rich lemon
herb and a floral herbal quality at the forefront. The
lemon comes on in additional layers, including can-
died peel and lemon verbena. It still finishes dry,
with a lager snap. Pair with summer vegetables or a
simple roasted chicken to bring out the best in both.
abv: 7.5% Price: $13/120z 6-pack

97 Fiction Alternate Present (Schwarz-
bier; Fiction Brewing, CO). Aromas of
lightly roasted dark malts carry an earthy fruitiness
along with fun sweetness. The roast remains easy
and allows for a crisp lager quality to pop through.
Wafts of fresh marshmallow fluff come through to-
ward the finish, giving the drink a dessert-like bent.
abv: 5.5% Price: $14/160z 4-pack

97 Edmund’s Oast Leather Jacket (por-
ter; Edmund’s Oast; SC). With a soft and
spicy cola-like note and a slightly roasted disposition,
this snazzy porter has just a touch of alcohol heat. Per-
fect for outdoor drinking in the swing seasons.

abv: 6.5% Price: $13/160z 4-pack

g Urban Artifact Terrible Lizard (barrel-

aged ale; Urban Artifact, OH). Pouring a
rich shade of royal purple, this fresh yet fermented
berry-forward ale has a great amount of tartness,
pucker and depth. Lightly carbonated, it offers a
green raspberry note midpalate and a dry finish. It’s
a “stop and think about the contents of the glass”
beer.

abv:13.5% Price: $35/6.30z 4-pack

g Lamplighter Some Like it Cold (Cold

IPA; Lamplighter Brewing, MA). Burst-
ing with hop-derived tropical fruit aromas, this IPA
brings juicy character to the forefront with pleas-
ing bitterness lurking behind. Sweet vanilla and
torched-sugar flavors arrive midpalate before a dry
finish. Tropical vibes present, no matter the weather.
abv: 6.2% Price: $17/160z 4-pack

g Pure Project Diamond Dust (India
pale ale; Pure Project, CA). Hazy of the

highest order, this juicy but still bitter IPA has layers

of coconut, warm citrus, tropical fruit and dankness.

A thoughtful example of the style.

abv: 6.7% Price: $22/160z 4-pack

g Wren House Valley Beer (American

lager; Wren House Brewing, AZ). Pure
and simple, this beer is a canvas for all of its parts
to shine. A soft water profile combined with sweet,
crackery malt, grassy herbal hops and a crisp clean
yeast finish. It takes a lot of work to make a beer sim-
ply enjoyable.

abv: 4.6% Price: $15/160z 4-pack

g Boulevard Tank 7 (Saison; Boulevard

Brewing, MO). The flagship of the Mis-
souri brewery, this lively, well-carbonated saison
has some earthy hops, spicy pepper and mulled cit-
rus on the nose and palate. A full body hides the high
abv well. Pair with mussels.

abv: 8.5% Price: $16/120z 6-pack

g Great Lakes Dortmunder Gold (Dort-

munder; Great Lakes Brewing, OH).
Pouring a deep copper with a touch of chill haze,
this rich and smooth lager brings both floral hop
bitterness and toasted caramel malt sweetness to
the glass. A lager of distinction that pairs well with
roasts of all kinds.

abv: 5.8% Price: $11/120z 6-pack

g Grimm Weisse Grimm Artisanal Ales

(Hefeweizen; Grimm Artisanal Ales,
NY). Break out the tall Weiss glasses and give this
a vigorous pour. Spicy clove and underripe banana
aromas are prominent and always present, with an
herbal spiciness that grows a bit with each sip. It re-
mains refreshing and enjoyable from start to finish.
abv: 5.5% Price: $13/160z 4-pack
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g Benchtop Polotmavy 12° (Czech Ruby
Lager; Benchtop Brewing, VA). A lovely

dark-ruby-colored lager, this offers aromas of sweet

berries and fruits mixed with caramel malt and

burnt sugar. Light and easy drinking, with a slight

hop-spice kick toward the finish.

abv: 4.8% Price: $15/160z 4-pack

g Samuel Adams Cold IPA (Cold IPA;
Boston Beer Co., MA). From a brewery
that knows how to deftly maneuver in the lager
space, this well-hopped IPA is golden and clear as
a bell, with a modest head that lasts and laces the
glass. The earthy hops are never overwhelming but
add to a noticeable bitterness that engages the olfac-
tory senses.
abv: 6% Price: $8/120z 6-pack

g Russian River Porter (porter; Russian
River Brewing, CA). This everyday drink-
ing porter helps you look forward to every day. A
slight vanilla character mixes well with a subtle dark-
roast maltiness, followed by just a splash of spicy and
herbal pine hops. A mix of Old World sensibility with
deft hop usage. Drink with your next burger.
Abv: 5.75% Price: $20/160z 4-pack

g Amalgam Singular Realm (barrel-
aged ale; Amalgam Brewing, CO). A
silky-smooth imperial stout, this offers rich layers of
espresso and fudge, with luscious undertones of va-
nilla and bourbon. Moderate carbonation with a dark-
chocolate finish. Enjoy with a slice of cheesecake.
abv:14.1% Price: $20/120z 4-pack

g Von Ebert A Night in Tallin (Baltic
porter; Von Ebert Brewing, OR). This
porter is just the right amount of hearty and strong,
without being overpowering. Layers of dark choco-
late, roasted espresso and spicy hop combine with
an overall nuttiness. Complex but understated, this
is one to sip and let the mind wander.
abv: 7.2% Price: $15/160z 4-pack

g Westbound & Down Louie (barrel-

aged ale; Westbound & Down, CO).
Lovely aromas of toffee, raisin, sweet chocolate and
leather combine into a slow, enjoyable sipper of a
barley wine. Warmth from the wood adds a new layer
of richness. Finishes with a touch of heat but smooth.
abv:13.9% Price: $32/80z 4-pack

95 Highland Trailbound (Hazy IPA; High-
land Brewing, NC). Deep straw-colored
haze, this IPA has faint tropical coconut aromas
paired with soft, overripe melon and a touch of
candied orange. Flavors twist and evolve with each
sip, letting different characteristics land at different
times, leading to an enjoyable session.

abv: 5.8% Price: $11/120z 6-pack

g Alesong Raspberry Parliament (Fruit
Beer; Alesong Brewing and Blending,
OR). Lovely layers of raspberry from the skin and
seeds to the flesh and tart juice cascade together on
top of woody tannins. Robust and refined, it has a faint
sweet thread that keeps acidity at bay throughout.
abv: 6.9% Price: $18/500ml

g 5 Mikerphone Step into the Freezer

(Cold IPA; Mikerphone Brewing, IL).
Well-balanced between the lager yeast and the hop-
forward aromas and flavors associated with an India
pale ale. Citrusy and dank, the hops are center stage
but well-backed by a soft caramel malt that adds
body and sweetness. For tailgate parties, ice fish-
ing or anywhere a good time happens with friends
in cold weather.

abv: 6.5% Price: $15/160z 4-pack

g 5 Reuben’s London Calling (English

Pale Ale; Reuben’s Brews, WA). De-
lightfully malt-forward pale ale that showcases
biscuit and toasted cereal along with earthy, faintly
fruity hops. An easy sipper that never lets the bitter-
ness grow beyond pleasant and finishes clean. Put on
your favorite album or the current soccer match and
keep this close at hand.

abv: 4.7% Price: $14/160z 4-pack

g Perennial Saison Milieu (Saison; Pe-
rennial Artisan Ales, MO). Bright and
tart, this has earthy complexity that brings forth
country grass and aged hops. Golden in the glass
with slight chill haze and a fluffy, big-bubbled white
head, this saison makes the most of Brettanomyces
by offering up a complex, tangy leather finish. A col-
laboration with Embrace the Funk of Nashville.
abv: 4.7% Price: $12/120z 4-pack

9 New Glarus Weizen Doppelbock (Wei-
zenbock; New Glarus Brewing, WI).
Aromas of warm banana bread and a pronounced
malt nuttiness, this hearty garnet lager is warm-
ing and filling. The banana esters grow as the beer
warms in the glass, causing a shift in sipping to-
ward the contemplative.
abv: NA Price: $12/120z 6-pack

g Port City Porter (porter; Port City, VA).

Sometimes you just want a porter. A no
frills, easy-drinking, “gonna have three at the pub
before heading home” porter. With a little chocolate
and coffee roast, a kiss of hops and a medium body
that doesn’t weigh down the palate. This is that beer.
abv: 7.2% Price: $13/120z 6-pack

g Prison City Unicorns Coupling (Cold

IPA; Prison City Brewing, NY). With
lively warm pineapple aromas and flavors, this Cold
IPA continues to deliver with a perfumey hop bou-
quet and sweet malt body. Biscuit and caramel mix
well, keeping bitterness at bay.

abv: 6.2% Price: NA/Draft

g Metazoa Whiskers on Kittens (Vienna

Lager; Metazoa Brewing, IN). Easy-
drinking with earthy sweetness and spicy country
hops, this Vienna lager is soft, welcoming, well-
constructed and a delight to look at in the glass. The
brewery donates profits of this beer (and others) to
animal welfare programs.

abv: 5.1% Price: $11/160z 4-pack
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g 5 Side Project Saison du Blé (Saison;
Side Project Brewing, MO). This gen-

tly tart, earthy saison makes the most of its time in

wood. With some oaky tannins midpalate and on the

finish, this thoughtful saison shows what time and

attention can achieve. Blend number 11.

abv: 6% Price: $20/750ml

g 5 Hardywood Pils (German-style lager;

Hardywood Brewery, VA). Pours golden
with vibrant biscuity aromas and green, herbal hops.
The hop presence builds quickly with each sip but
never becomes bitter, instead leaving a pleasant
earthy flavor on the palate. Finishes dry with a hint
of malt sweetness.

abv: 5.2% Price: $11/120z 6-pack

g Live Oak Gold (pilsner; Live Oak Brew-

ing, TX). Snappy hops with a soft malt pro-
file, this is a lager for relaxation. Bring it to happy
hours and parties, for quiet afternoons or loud ball-
parks. Well-constructed with a touch of sweet herbs
near the finish, it fits into any situation and doesn’t
demand taste bud attention.

abv: 4.8% Price: $11/120z 6-pack

g Parish Cane Brake (Wheat Ale; Par-
ish Brewing, LA). With sweet and pleas-
ant wheat aromas that meld into brioche, this soft
ale goes easy on the carbonation. Brewed with cane
sugar, it has earthy and restrained sweetness, with
pleasant flavors of lightly toasted crystals. Pair with
a hot afternoon and a cooler filled with ice.
abv: 4.9% Price: $11/120z 6-pack

g old Irving Mild Mage (English Mild;
Old Irving Brewing, IL). Sweet toffee and
treacle combine on a pleasant dark mild that offers
up light roast coffee and a touch of hop bitterness
that grows with each sip. A pub beer made to be
paired with rich meals and good company.
abv:3.6% Price: $10/160z 4-pack
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9 Schlafly Raspberry Hefeweizen (Fruit

Beer; St. Louis Beer, MO). A soft touch
of raspberry adds both color and a sweet accent to
the banana and clove nature of the base beer. They
harmonize to create a warm-weather refresher
that should be served with a handful of berries in
the glass.

abv: 4.1% Price: $10/160z 4-pack

9 Wallenpaupack Largemouth (Hazy

IPA; Wallenpaupack Brewery, PA).
This hazy brew has the soul of a West Coast IPA.
It looks the hazy part and even provides a pillowy
mouthfeel. But starting at midpalate and continu-
ing through the finish, it offers earthy, white stone
fruit and an orange-peel character that sticks to the
taste buds.

abv: 6.5% Price: $16/19.20z

9 Bonn Place Echonacht (Schwarzbier;
Bonn Place, PA). This is delightfully full

of coffee and baked-chocolate notes backed by spicy,

earthy hops. It finishes with faint fudginess and

should be paired in the evening with a good book

and solitude.

abv: NA Price: $15/160z 4-pack

102 | WINE ENTHUSIAST | BEST OF YEAR 2023



g Meanwhile Secret Beach (India pale

ale; Meanwhile Brewing, TX). Bitter in
all the best places, this dank IPA layers on berry and
orange flesh along with a sweet caramel malt and a
touch of toasted country bread. Lively and looking to
be paired with spicy barbeque.

abv: 6.2% Price: $17/160z 4-pack

g Lady Justice Chosen Family (ESB;
Lady Justice Brewing, CO). A full-bod-
ied and light toffee-forward ale that pours garnet
brown and clear with little head. Malt nuttiness ap-
pears midpalate and dances in step with herbal, and
lemony hops. Finishes super clean and refreshing
and is best paired with a second pint.
abv: 5.6% Price: $12/120z 6-pack

g Highland Park High 9 IPA (India pale
ale; Highland Park Brewing, CA). Cre-
ated for the brewer’s ninth anniversary, this IPA
has many of the bright, hop-forward characteris-
tics of the modern IPAs but without the full-bodied
mouthfeel. Easy-drinking with a touch of bitterness,
it’s like a summer afternoon in a can.
abv: 7% Price: $20/160z 4-pack

g Derive Lost Leatherman (Dark Mild;

Derive Brewing Co., OH). Fully roasted
with undertones of coffee, chocolate and carbon,
this pleasing dark ale, grows in intensity adding
fudge to the palate, with an espresso chaser. Hearty
but never overwhelming, this beer feels like it would
best be sipped in a comfortable leather chair in a
dimly lit room.

abv: 4.2% Price: $12/160z 4-pack

g Fulton Hazy IPA (Hazy IPA; Fulton
Brewing, MN). This murky yellow, citrus-

forward IPA brings on soft orange with hints of

lemon blossom and lime zest. Pillowy soft with low

carbonation, it’s a warm-weather refresher.

abv: 6.5% Price: $14/120z 6-pack

g Goose Island Neon Beer Hug (Hazy
IPA; Goose Island, IL). Boozy with tropi-

cal and dank notes, this IPA brims with personality

that’s well-suited for taproom visits, airport bars

or anywhere a quick, assertive dose of juicy hops

is needed.

abv: 7% Price: $13/120z 6-pack

93 Buttonwoods Retro Innovation (ESB;
Buttonwoods Brewery, RI). By using the
nitronigation process, this already smooth ale be-
comes even easier to drink. With a rich, silky mouth-
feel that doesn’t weigh down the palate, earthy hops,
light caramel malt, and a touch of black tea come
across in a friendly, familiar manner.

abv: 4.6% Price: NA/160z 4-pack

g Pontoon Trail Marker (Fruit Beer; Pon-

toon Brewing, GA). Aromas of strawberry
lemonade with almond blossom emerge quickly and
are confirmed on the palate. This is a beer for sum-
mer twilight, a gap between lighter sips in the day
and robust ones to come at night. Not too tart, not
too sweet, and with toasted sugar threads, it’s a lot
of fun to drink.

abv: 5.2% Price: $13/160z 4-pack

g Yazoo Locale (ale; Yazoo Brewing,

TN). Proof that not all low-calorie options
have to be lacking in flavor or oomph, this cloudy
yellow ale from Embrace the Funk has a hop-
derived fruitiness and spiciness. A yeasty twang
comes on midpalate and boosts up the citrus on the
finish. 90 calories.

abv: 3.6% Price: $10/120z 6-pack

g The Bruery Mischief (Belgian Golden

Ale; The Bruery, CA). Boozy and hop-
forward, this strong golden ale has vinous quali-
ties that come in quick and last on the palate. The
earthy, waxy hops offer up herbal pleasantness,
with a spicy finish.

abv: 8.5% Price: $15/160z 4-pack

g 805 Cerveza (Fruit Beer; Firestone

Walker, CA). A Mexican-style lager brewed
with a hint of lime. Rather than from juice, the fla-
vor tastes peel-derived, giving a little depth but not
acidity. Hits the spot for liquid refreshment in re-
laxing situations.

abv: 4.5% Price: $11/120z 12-pack

g Common Roots Party Shirt Fridays
(Fruit Beer; Common Roots, NY). This
fruited IPA manages to retain much of the hop bit-
terness and tropical essence of the base style while
getting a boost from funky tropical fruit and a strong
smack of citrus. Working in tandem, the fruit and
hops bring a fun experience to the palate.
abv: 6.9% Price: $19/160z 4-pack

9 Industrial Arts Safety Glasses Pils (Pil-
sner; Industrial Arts, NY). A ballpark beer
without the alcohol, this clear golden yellow pilsner
has the crispness the style demands combined with
an herbal and citrus hop character. 80 calories.
abv: 0.5% Price: $12/120z 6-pack

g'l Hell or High Watermelon (Fruit Beer;
21st Amendment, CA). A soft wheat beer
body lays a wonderful canvas for cucumber-skin and
melon-rind aromas that morph into pleasing wa-
termelon after a few sips. The fruit is never overly
sweet or artificial tasting, but more akin to an early-
season melon or natural chewing gum.

abv: 4.9% Price: $10/120z 6-pack

90 Bolero Snort Steamroom (California
Common; Bolero Snort, NJ). Ruddy tan
in color with a biscuity and brown country bread
aroma. Follows through with a dried nut quality and
a touch of earthy grass. A proper pub pint that works
with a hearty lunch.

abv: 3.5% Price: NA/120z 6-pack
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