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What are volcanic wines?

Wines grown on 
volcanic soils come 
in a radiant, 
infinitely nuanced 
rainbow of colours, 
tastes, and flavors 

– JS



What are the key volcanic regions for winegrowing around the world?

Volcanic soils 
account for just 
one percent 
of the world’s 
surface



What are the key volcanic regions for winegrowing around the world?



Why is Lake County considered a volcanic region?



How unique is Lake County among the world’s winegrowing regions?

Shards of volcanic obsidian 
are found throughout Lake 
County vineyards



Volcanic remnants: obsidian and Lake County ‘diamonds’



Lake County overview – the mountains of the North Coast

Why is this volcanic 
region so distinct?
✓ High elevation
✓ Luminous sunlight
✓ Diurnal temp swings
✓ Young volcanic soils
✓ Mountain fruit



Lake County – volcanic field, geothermal energy 

The Clear Lake Volcanic Field



Red Hills & High Valley: Why are these Lake County AVAs so 
important to the conversation?

The Lake County wine region is 
part of California’s North Coast 
AVA, which also includes 
Mendocino, Sonoma, and Napa. 
Sparsely populated, rugged, and 
mountainous, Lake County 
features some of the highest 
vineyards in the state.

A. Clear Lake AVA
B. Benmore Valley AVA
C. High Valley AVA
D. Big Valley District AVA
E. Kelsey Bench AVA
F. Red Hills AVA
G. Guenoc Valley AVA



What is it like to grow wine (especially Cab) in Red Hills?

Peter Molnar
Partner Obsidian Wine 
Company

Winegrower’s Perspective: Red Hills



How do you approach volcanic vineyards (such as those 
in High Valley) differently from other vineyards?

Joy Merrilees
Director of Winemaking and Production
Shannon Ridge Family of Wines

Winemaker’s Perspective: High Valley



What are the advantages and challenges of making wine 
in a volcanic region?



How do we describe volcanic wines for consumers?



What do consumers need to know about this category 
and about Lake County specifically?

Distinct from other 
volcanic regions, 
Lake County grows 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
in young volcanic soils 
at high elevations 
– resulting in a purity, 
an intensity of place



Question & Answer



www.LakeCountyWinegrape.org

YouTube: LakeCountyWineGrape


